Minimally invasive axillary-coronary artery bypass for acute occlusion of the coronary artery.
We performed minimally invasive axillary-coronary bypass using a reversed saphenous vein graft to treat a patient with acute occlusion of the left anterior descending artery after failed percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty (PTCA). For patients with acute myocardial ischemia, this procedure is useful to reduce the ischemic time and is less invasive. We believe this procedure may be an alternative intervention for selected patients with acute myocardial infarction or unstable angina after PTCA. However, a large series with sufficient follow-up and late angiography is required to evaluate the long-term patency and effectiveness of this approach.